Postgraduate Project Description 
 Motivation for ethics clearance 
Notes:

· You must apply for ethics clearance once the methodology of your project is clear to you. If you are unsure, please consult with your supervisor for more information.
· There are two parts to this document, and you must complete both parts.

· Part one: You are expected to answer all the questions as they will help you to fill in the PSQ in https://eraonline.uct.ac.za/ and complete the part two of this document. 
· The project description (part 2) cannot be more than 3 pages. 
· If any section in this document is left incomplete, inaccurate, or blank, ethics clearance will not be granted.  
Part 1
	
	
	Yes
	No

	Q1
	Does this project involve data collection
	
	

	Q2
	Does this project involve utilizing a third-party data set
	
	

	Q3
	Does this project utilize machine learning (ML) or artificial intelligence (AI)?
	
	

	Q4
	Does it exceed the minimum risk defined here: Link
[Answer is No here if your project does not utilize ML and AI]
	
	

	Q5
	Does this project involve external parties, funders, etc
	
	


Answer the following questions if you answer "Yes" to any of the above questions. 
If the answer is “Yes” to Q1, please answer the following questions:

	
	
	Yes
	No

	Q6
	Are there humans or animals directly involved in the data collection process or contains any identification information
	
	


If the answer is “Yes” to Q2, please answer the following questions:

	
	
	Yes
	No

	Q7
	Are the third-party data used anonymous (data does not contain human or animal-related information?)
	
	

	Q8
	Are the third-party data used from an open source?
	
	

	Q9
	Are the third-party data used from a different research group?
	
	

	Q10
	If the answer to Q9 is “Yes”, do you have the approval to use third-party data sets? Attach the proof to your application. 
	
	

	
	
	
	


If the answer is “Yes” to Q5, please answer the following questions:

	
	
	Yes
	No

	Q11
	Have you signed an MOU between the parties
	
	

	Q12
	Will there be a chance for any conflict of interest between the parties? 
	
	


Part 2

Notes:

· This section cannot be more than 3 pages.
· Fill in the sections in blue. Once done, please remove all the blue writing in this document.

1. Project description  
Include the project description. This needs to be approximately two paragraphs. The first paragraph provides the background to the topic, while the second paragraph briefly explains the problem addressed in your work. 
2.  Objectives

Provide a list of approximately 3 objectives. Each objective should be linked to the outcome of your work.
Each objective needs to be concise, clear, meaningful and linked to the problem described in the Project description section. 
· Objective 1: 
· Objective 2: 
· Objective 3: 
3. Methodology 
Describe the methodology that will be used to achieve the objectives of the work. 

If your project involves any data collection or using data from a third party, at the minimum, the methodology should answer the following:

1. What data will be used, and how will this help achieve the objectives? 

2. Given that data is always partial, how /why did you choose the sample/dataset?

3. How will data be sourced? 

1. Own data collection [address Q6 if it relates to your project]

2. Third-party data [address Q7, Q8, Q9 and Q10 depending on your project]

4. How will the data be analysed?

If you are unsure about any details, please consult with your supervisor before completing this section. 
4. Topics involving Machine Learning or Artificial Intelligence
If you answered “Yes” to Q3: Please write a motivation discussing your topic does not exceed "minimum risk" to be exempted from a full ethics submission. For more details on the topic of ethics and machine learning click here. "
You can remove this section if your answer to Q3 is “No”!

5. Topics involving external parties, funders. etc:

If you answered “Yes” to Q5: Please provide brief details about the MOU between parties and chances for any conflict of interests. 
